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Tothe Houle of

Defiring their ANsvvER:
V Vhether the Common - FEDPIE

fhall have the quictenjoyment ot the
Commons and Wafle Land,,

Or whether they fhall be under the will of
Lords of Mannors ttill.

Occafioned by an Arrelt » made by Them.es Lord
Wenman, Ralph Ferny Knight, and Richard iwinweod Efy;

upon the Author mni for a Trelpals, in Digging
uponthe Common-Land at Geages Hill in Swrvey.

GEqB Gerrard W;rﬂ:m!;r Tohn E‘arkﬁ,nnd Thomas

i &‘nr » Inthe Name 'of all the poor oppreled
in the Land of E NG L AND,

'Unrr bieosws Oppre/fien kindlesa flame ; but Lave, Righteonf-
- uJTmi-mrﬁ of heart, quenches :u_gxm :
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Appeal to the Houfe of Commons,

Dcﬁring l:h{.'i{' ANSYVER, | 2

* Whether the Common-People thall have the quiet
enjoyment oF the

Commons and Wafle Lands
Or whether they fhall be under the will of

Lords of Mannors ttill.

.FJ.H..'i'

= yon, is, An ﬁppul to you, defiring you

; o dcmnnﬂm: to us, and the whole
(=g Land, the cquity, ornot equity of our
N mli:: And thaty ow would either calt
B/ isls vaby juft realon undur the feet of thof
horidy  we gall Task-Malters, o/ Lords of
__ : SRS, Mannors . or elle’ tadeliver ws ont of
B thﬂrTwmnﬁlqdn In whoke hands, by w ‘qr of Arclt,
e  we are for the prefent, for x Trelpafs tot us they fay,
In &ig ing t]'.anhmu-rh The f:t]m wﬁﬁnﬂ,

to Equity and Realon, williquiiet the mindesof tha

Bk mﬁﬁw& .itwill bea k:t;uq of onr, Narionall

"?ﬁﬁﬂ ; A Covenant ;
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Covenant ; it will be peace 11: your felves, and make Eﬁ'
land the moft floprithing, and firongeft Land im the world 4
and the firt of Nations char (hall begin to give up their
Crownand Sceprer, their Dominion and Government into
the hands of Jetus Chult. : £

The caufe is this, we,amongft others of the gommaon people,
that have been ever friends to the Parliament, as weare affu-
rd cur enemies wil witnefs o it, have plowed and dig'd upon
e er- Hill in Swerey,to fow comn for the fuccour of man, of-
foring no offence toany, but docarry our felvesin love and
peace cowardsall, having no intent to meddle with any mans
snclolures, or propricty, til it be frecly given tous by chem-
felves, but only to improve the Commions and wafte Lands to
our belt advantage, for the reliefof our febves and others, be-

ing moved thereunto by the Healon hereafter following, not.

expecting any to be much offended, in regard the caule i1s fo
jultand uprighe.

Yer notwithftanding,' there be three men (called, by the
people Lerds of Mawors | viz. Thomas Lord wenman, Ralphy
Fermy Knight, and Rickattd wWinwood Elquire, have arrefted us
fora trefpafsin digging upon the Commons, and upon the
Arrelt we made out appearance in Kingffone Court, where we
enderltood we were arrefted for medling with other mens
Rights ; and fecondly, they were incouraged to arreft us up-

onyour A& of Parliament fas they tell us) to maintain the:

old 1.aws ; we defired to plead our own caufey’ the Court'de-
nicdus and rofec a Lawyer we cannot, tor divers reafons, as
we may (hew hereafter, 4

Now Sirs, our cafe js this, for we appeal to-you, fot younare
the only 'menthat 'we dre to deal wirhall in this Bufinefs i
Whether ithe commion people, after all their axes, free.!
quarter; and lofs of blood to recover England from underthe

Nermian yoak (hal'have the freedom to improve the Comons,

and wiltaLandsfree tothemfelves,as freely their own, as the

Inclofutes are the propricty of the elder brothers?Or whether

the Lords of Manorsfhalliive them, laccording to their old

Caftomn ftom the Kings Wi}l ind Orang  and o remain
: o i

Tash= -

‘ . (5)
Task“Mafters (till over us, which was the peoples flavery noder

Conquelt, : 1
We have made our appeal to you, to fetele this matterin
the Equity and Reafon of it, and ro pafs the fertence of free.
dom to us. you being the men with whom we have to do in
this bufine(s, in whofe hands there is power ro fettle it, for no
Court can end thiscontroverfie but your Court of Parlia-
nent, as the cafe of this Nation now (tands. ok
Thercfore we intreat you to read over this following De-
cliration, wherein we have declared our Reafon, that the
Zommons and wafte lands is the common peoples,ind thatin
cquity you oughe to let them quietly enjoy them, as the elder
| rothers quictly enjoy theirinclofures. The profic of this bu-
inefs to the Nation, the quicting of the hearts of the poor
opprefTed that ase groaning under burthens and ftraights,and
the peace of your own hearts, te fee the peace of the Nation
feeled in his plac-form, will much countetvail the I'p-!:ndm"g of
much time, ;
o Sirs, you know, that the Land of .E’n;!.m' is the land of
gur Nativity, both yours and ours, and ali of us by the righte-
ous Law of our Creation, ought to have food and rayment
freely by our sighteous labouring of the earth, without work-
ing for hire, or paying reat one to another. .
But fince the fall of man from that righteous Liw, The
Nations of the world have rife vp in variance one againit an-
other. and fought againft, murdered, and ftoln the land qf
their Nativity one from another, and by their power of their
conque ts, have Ril fecup fome to rule in tyranny over others,
and thereby have enflaved the conguered, which is a burden
the whole Creation hath, and yet does groane under. The
teeth of all Nations hath been fec on edge by this four
grape, the coverous murdering (word. A
Englaxd, you know, hath been conquered and enflaved di-
vers tumes, and the belt Laws that England hath, (viz. Mugna
Charra Jwere got by our Forefathers importunate petitioniag
anto the Kings, that fil were their Task-multers; and yec
beft Liws ase yoaks apd manicles, tying one fore of
- A3 peo
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-peopleto be Mrves to another ; Clergy snd Cenery have
their freedom, but the common people il are, antﬂ“c bE:l:

Keft fervants to work for them, like the 7/reedires under the
E;T]hﬁ.iltr;rlm mufters. SN

“The laflt enflaving yoak that E Lewd grozned under, (and
get is not freed frgm ) was the szzwm a'yon Im.uwj;{md
hnce iwikiam the Conqueror came im;aboat fix hundred years
ag0, all the Kings that ftil ficceeded, did confirm the old
baws, or elle make new ones, to uphold thar Nersmew congoelt
over s ; and the molt favouring laws thac we have, dodh [til
binde the hands of the enflaved Ewpfih from enjoying the
freedom of their creation.

Youef the Genery,as wel as we of the Comonalty,all groam.
ed urider the burdén of the bad Gevernment,an burdening
Fwsundér the lee King Charlr, who was the hit fuceefor
of William the Conqueror : yon and we cried for 2 Parlia-
ment, and a Parlfament was called, and wars, you know, pre-
Etly begun, h;mi::lg‘tulzc !Si[ig. that rcrrtl':nlcl:’r Pilfiam the

Tor, and the Erneli le b ]
eﬂm, ¥ of giije- people that were

We looked npan youto be our chicf Councel, to agitate by
fmc&fﬂru;:h?ugh};-m were fummoned by the angi Wi,
and chofen by the Free Holders, that are the fuccellors of
r¥illiamthe Conquerors fouldiers;you faw the danger fo grear,
tharwithout a war Ewglawd wis like tobe more enflaved,
thercfore you called wponus o affift you with plate, taxes,
freequarter, and our perfons; and you promifed us, in

- the name of the Almighry, to make vsa free people; thereup-

onyou and we took the National Covenant with joynt con«
fent, to endeavopr the fréedom, peace and'fefety of the peo-
pleoFEnglad, ' £ i
And you and we joyded pirfe and petfon togéther in this
comman caufe ; and #Pil) the Canguerors lucceflor,which was
Charly, was eaft out'; and' thereby we have recovered onif
felves From under thar Normot yoak; and now unlefs yan and
wé be meerly beforted with covetonfness, pride, and flavilh
fear of mien, it s, and will be ot wildom to calt out 21 thofe
{ s enflaving

(1)
erfaving tiws which was the Tyrannical powerthatthe Xings
ot :fiﬁwni;y : O (har not your eyes azaimdt thetighe,
Emm not knowledg, by difpure about particular mens privi-
Yedges, when univerlal freedum isbrooghe to betried before
you, difpate no further when truth appears, but be filene, and

Sile e, -

P;:np not your ears agsiaft the fecret mouming of the op-

rcffod ,under thefe expra Mions Jeft the Lord fee i, 1nd be of-
}:~nd:d, and (hut his ears againt your cries, and work 2 deli-
verance for his waiting people fome other way then by
e :
: The maine thing that vou (heuld lookupon is the Land,
which calls npon her children to be freed from the entangle-
ment of the Nermues Task.mifters, for one third partlies
walte dnd'barren, and her children ftarve for wane,m regard
the Lords of Manors will not fuffer JIl.h: poor to m=
nure i,

When Willism the Conquerot came in, he took theland
from the Ewglifis, both the Enclofures from the Genrry, and
the Commons and walte linds from the common people, and
gave our land to his Nerm.c= fouldicrs. .

Therefore feeing we have with joynet confent of parfe and

tfon conquered his fucceffor, Charlr, and the power now is
!:-_rnur hand, the Nations Reprefentative; O let the firll thing

oudo, be this, to fer the Jand free. Tet the Genery have their
inclofures fiee from all Nerman -erflaving intanglements
whatfoever, and let the common people have their Commons
and wafte lands fee free to them, from all Norman enflaving
Lords of Mannors, that fo both elder and younper brocher,
as we fprin I'utccﬂivd{ﬂn: from another, may live free and
quict one by, and with another, ‘not ‘burthening one ano-
ther in this land of our Nitivity.

And this thing you 2re bound to fee done, or at lealt o
endevor ir, before anather Reprefentative fiicceed you; other-
wife you cannot difcharge your truft to Ged and man, for
thefe Reafons, -

Firft, if youdree pot the Land from entanplement of all

Nerme m




(8).
Nermanyoaks, or rather bondages, fo'that the people, boe
wellas another may enjoy the benefit of their creation, thae is,
to have the land free to work npon, that they
bread in righteoufnefs ; that is to fay, let the Freeholders have
there freedom to work quiccly in their Inclofures, and let the
common people have their Commons and walte Jands quict
to themfelves, Ifyou eltablifh not this, fecing power now is
inyour hand, you willbe the firltthac break Covenanc with
Almighty God. ;

For you fiwore in your National Covenane to endevour
a Reformation according to the Word of God, which Refor.
mation isto reltore vs to that Primarive freedom in the earch,
in which the carth was firlt made and given to the lons of
men, and that is to be 2 common treafiry of livelihood to all,
without working for hire, or paying; rent to any, for this is
the Reformation according to the Word of God before the
fall of man, in which there is no refpe@ of petlons
And feeing in particular you fivore to endeavour the free.
dom, peace and fafety of this peaple of Ewgland, (hutting out
ro fort from freedom ; therefore you caonot fay thar the
Gentry and Clergy were only comprehended, bt without
exception, all fores of people in the land are to have freedom,
feeinz all forts have affilled you in perlonand purle, and the
common people more clpecially, feeig their eltates were
weskelt, and their mifery in the wars the greate(t.
-herefore let the Gentry and Frecholders have their in-
clofurcs freed from all encanglements of Fines, Herj ots,and .
ther burdens, and lec the common people have their Com.
mons and walke fands-§ ¢ed from entanglements of the Neor-
miez Lards of Mannorsand pluck up all Neramex Tyranny by
the roots, and H’E?:‘Ep’;*our Covenant, thatyou,and all Eum

of people may live in peace one among another.
Secondly, if this frecdom be nocgranced quictly, you will
pall the blood and cies of the poor oppreiled upon your
heads; Firft, becaule you have raken their mon cy in taxes and

freequatter from them, whereby théy are made worfe able to

,dive then before the wars, Second ¥s becaule in your low
_ cltace
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Mannors fro of Mannors, Take away the will of Erd ot
Sl T erflaving the Common People., s of
men l:lutm:.zll-‘i ::" made pur Appeal toyou, s the onl
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rights; b s then we have trefpaffed in diggin acul
nE s out the Barcly wasmade 4s free el i
I:u:'c:.ihr:c -;:H have trefpailed againit us thei:'-z‘cl?
e i i “ﬂ?rl it tycannicall Arceft,and hinders s
S5 ';l;r I htcl_:u; abor, ; ,ﬂldhmiumg
ndly, if they fay, that
tle s that others fold or §
Pn:::?; -EI-?;':M' )y way of Inh::it:nf:ft-[hthmw the ti-
of our.Creati orjty any other had from the s
of any of thc?ﬂr:g to giveaway or fcll the Earth Fmpm: o
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andbfels; and lesves the fand thar |:1!1fg’:;;ff petfons that buys

o thei chidrenexcluding ochersthey mirderthe i v,

bk b ;I::l P !ﬁ{lliwlihmd from him ,‘;:I: r:lr:'nltlp
an H o ] (<%

. ) nd paid money for it to anothe rl.

he
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'Rﬁg. this is my land, ll.hfép-paid for, it § -But: the third
man-comes in, and faith, the 1and isming, equall with ouby
the aw of Creation; And fo he that is the buyer, he Degins
to draw his fword, and to fight and if he conquer , be- re-
joyces, and fayes,the land is now min¢ indeed, 1 have bouoght,
and I have conguered.  But thou covetous petion, foloogas
there is another man in the world befides thee, and him
whom thou haft kilied, the Earth belongs to him as well asto
thee ; And thisis the cafe of the Nations of the wotld , and
thus propricty came in , 2nd hath been left as an Inheritance
to (_hildren ; which is the burden the Creation groans un-

der.
fce who are thieves and murderers ; even the

Here we
fellers of land, with her fruits, thefe are they that

buyers and :
rake awayanother mans right from him ; and that over

throwes righteous propriety, to & hold particular propri=
ety, whil:l'?mw:ul.ﬁ'ncf the ?udpuf this world hath fee
up.

B Bue thirdly, if Lords of Manors fay , a8 it is truth,
that they hold title to the Commons by cuftome, froth the
Kingswill , as they do, this isas bad asthe other ; for we -
know the King came in by conquelt, and gave the land
to thefe forefathers, to be task-mafters over the com-
quered Englifs. But if you fay , that thefe latet Kings
were chofen by the people, itis fTible it might be fo, buc
furely it was when is greatnefs over-awed them , OF elfe
they would never have chofen him to enflave them, and to
et task-mafters over them.

But feeing the Common People have joyned Ecrfﬂn-and
purfe withyou, to recover your felves from undcr the ty-
ranny of Kings, and have prevailed ; the Common people
now have moretruer title to the common lands, then the
Lords of Manors, for they held eitle by Conquelt and fiword
of the King (wenow the common pm%h: have recovered the
Jand again by conquelt and fword in calting out the King ) fo
that the ticle of Lords of Manors is broke,
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youThall be lefe without excufe.
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: | Marorshive, il tepard ¢
have recovered ehemElves oue of fliviry by :u;:i.“ﬂ{:-:d d::! :

ter, and conqueft, yet we (Hue them n

¢ s of out, bur
Part with us gs ﬁ?lhw creatares, and we wich t;r:;t 2&?‘ :[.::c

“nour our Creator in the Work oihis own hands, iy

Thus we have declared our Caufe lﬁih- fat

; ' : out fly

iF you leave us in the hands of oppreflion,and urtll;:f:l:u o
crofthe old tyrannicall laws, know tins, that we ﬂlﬁruil_rjp]?ut:

fute of our National] Covenane i
i end i
10 our place and calling, accordi ng :ﬂﬂuzzfd&nnftﬁfw:ﬁ:

. Set the Land free from Opprefsi :

 OeE the prefsion, And righte-
aufeffe mill be the [ ; went mid |
Eff-’:l)qf P r:,iff. 2 Lu:.:u, {‘ﬂ'l’i'mﬂuu:,dm{ﬂ rengeh

Thele
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Thefe aje [on¥e of the N OR M a
Laws which Wik the Conqueror
; 'I:amu:rht into ENG L AND,

felt, Le/med the &nglifb out of their
F'l.nnds, and placed  his Norman Souldic
erstherein, and made thofe that had che
greatelt ‘portion, Lords, and Barons, and
gave them 2 Royally to the Commons, to
hold from his Will, as a cuftome, whereby

felves any where it the Land; upon any
Commen land, but fome Lord of Manor or
other fhould khoweofit, and hinder them as
thele three that have arrefted us, iz, Wenman,
Verny, and Woiwsod, Lord, Knighe, and Ef-
quire, the three Eftates of the Nopman Gen.
ey, will nor fuffer us to dig quietly upon
Gearges WM But [eck to drive us offf having
no more clainy therétifito butan ancient Cuis

whereby they have and fil would ryrannize
over the peopté :/ihnd chis s the rife andl
ftanding of Lords of Manors,
G L Y AN Segondly
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L

ftom, which they'hold from the Kings Will,

the common peoplé fhould noc plant them-




_ in the paying of Tithes to the Clergy, in

; (19): .
Secondly, another Norman Law is this,

William the Conqueror caufed the Laws to
be written in_the Norman and Erench tongue,
and then appointed his. owan Norman people
o cxpuung and interprer thofe Laws, and
appointed the Englifh peopleto paythem a
Fee for their paines, ang from hence came in
the trade of Lawyers ; he commanded like-
wife thac noman {hould plead his owncaule,
but thole Lawyers fhould doit'for chem. -

Thirdly, William the Conqueror broke
that good and quict caurfe of ending contro-
verfies in a' neighbourhood, - and com-
manded the people to come up to Weftmin-
flerto the four Terms every year to have
their Caules tried. :

Fourthly, William the Conqueror brought

thankfulnefs to the Pope, and Clergies good
fervices in preaching for him, and fo to per-
{wade the copl¢ to embrace him. -

Thele are fome of the Nopman Laws and
Burthens, which if remeved, it would be

much eale and quier to this Nation.






