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ROM THE-

Poor npprefﬂfd People of England.

Py E whele names arc fublcribed, do in the name of all the poar
opprefled people In England, declare unto you, thar call vour
{<lves Lords of Manors, and Loeds of the Land, That in
regard the King of Wizhteoulnels , our Maker | hath in=
igh

Nress

‘RDL‘N& -

sened our heares (o far, as to fee, That the carth was not
made rﬂl"pﬂfﬂl)‘ for you, robe Lords of it, and we tobe
your Slaves, Servants, and Beggers; but it was made to be
3 a common Livelihood roall, without refpedt of perfons :

And chat your buying and (clling of Land, and the Fruits of ir, oneto another, is
The curfed thing, and was brought | by War 3 which hath, and fill does eftablith
murder, and thefe, in the kands of am: branches of Mankinde over others  which
isthe greareft ourward burden, and unrightesus power, thacghe Creation groans
under: For the power of inclofing Land, and owning Fropricty, was brought inzo
the Creation by your Anceflors by the Sword 3 which firft did murther theur fellow
Creatures. Men, and after plunder or ftcal away their Land, and lefc chis Land
focceflively to you, their Children. And theecfore, though you did not killor
theeve, yet you hold that curfed thing in your hand, by the power of the Sword §
and {0 you juftific the wicked deeds of your Fathers 3 and that firof yoor Fathers,
{hall be vifized upon the Head of you, and your Children, to the third and fuurth
G:mud&m , and longer too , tt"?j'uu! bloody and theeving power be rooted owe of
the Lan '

And further, in regard the King of Righteoufnefs hath made us fenfible of our
burthens, and the eryes and groanings of our hearts are come before him : We rake
itas I.'::Iiimqni_f of love from him, 1 hat our hearts begin to be freed from flavith
fear of men, foch as youare j and that we finde Refolugions in ns, grounded upon
the inward law of Love, one towards another, To Dig and "lough up the Com-
mons, and walte Lands through England § and that our ¢nverCrtion fhall be (o wn-
blameable, That ]yaur Laws 1En:|.11 niot reach to opprefs us any longer, unlels you
by your Laws will (hed the innocent blood that runs in eur veins, :

For though yen and yeur Anceftors got your Propricty by murther and theft,
and you keepit by the fame power from us , that have an equal right ro the Land
with you, by she righteous Law of Creation, yer we fhall have nooccalion of quar-
reling (as you do ) abou that diftorbipg devil, called Particulsr Propricty : Fot the
Earth, with all her Fruits of Corn, Cattle, and fuch like, was made to be 2 common
Store-honle of Livelihood to ail Mankinde, friend, and foc, without exception.

And to prevent all your feropulous ﬂbj:gium.knnl this, That we muft neither
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nor fell § Money muft not afy longer (afier onr work of the Earths commu-
mhdﬂuﬁ} be the god, thar bedges in fome, and hedges out others 3
for Money is but part of the Earth: And furely, the Rig!u:uul- reator, who is
xhl:lg. did never ordain, That unle(s fome of Mankinde, do bring that Mincral
(Silver and Gold) in their hands, to otkers of thelr own kinde. ‘that they fhould
neither be fed, nor be clothed 5 no furely, For this was the project of Tyrane-fleth
(which Land-lords are branches of ) to [ce his Image vpon Money., And they
make this unrighteous Law, That none (hould buy or fell; eat. or be clothed, or
have any comfartable Livelihood among men, unlefls they did bring his Image
ftamped wpon Gold or Silver in their bands.

And whereas the Scriptures fpeak, That the mark of the Beaft is 666, the num-
ber of a man § and that thole that do not bring thar mark intheir hands, or
in their forcheads, they fhould neither bay nor fell, Rewok 13.16. And feeingthe
numbering Letcers round abous the Enplith money make 666, which is che
number of that Kingly Power and Glory, ( called a Man. ) fnd feeing the
age of th: Creation is now come to the lm:i: of the Bealt, or Half day; And
feeing 666 ishis mark, weexped this to be the [aft Tyrannical power thas (hall
raign 3 and that people fhall live frecly in the enioyment of the Barch, wichour
bringing the markof the Beaft in their hands, or in their promife ; -and thag they
fhall buy Wine and Milk, withour Money, or without price, as Ifaiah fpeaks.

For after our work of the { acthly communicy is advaneced, we mult make nft of
Gold and Silver, as we do of other meitals, but not tobuy and fell withal 3 for
buying and [clling is the great cheat, that robs and ficals the Earth one from ano-
ther: 1t it that which makes fome f.otds, others Begpers, fome Rulers,ochers wo be
ruled 3 and makes great Murderers and Theeyes to be imprifoners, and hangers of
little ones, of of neerc=hearted men,

And while weare made to labor the Easth together, withone confent and will-
_ing minde 3 and while weare made free, that every one, friendand foe, fhallene
* joy the benefir of their Creation, chat is, To have food and rayment from the

- Earth, their Mother 5 and every one fubic& to give accompt of his thoughes, words,

and altions to none, but to the one oncly r?tms Judg, and Prince of Peace g

the Spirit of Righteoufnels chae dwells, and thar is now rifing up to rule in every

Creaturey and in che whole Globe, We fay, while we are made :uiind:r no man of

his Privﬂ’:ﬂ!gts given him in his Creation, equal to one, as to another ; whae Law

then can you make, ro take hold uponus, bur Laws of Oppreifion and Tyranny,
thae fhall énllave er [pill the blood of the Innocent * And (o your sthl!!,jl'nﬂl

Juég'u, Ll?\'mrﬁh;nd uftices, fhall be foundto be the greatelt Tranfgreflors, in,

and over noe.

But to draw neerer to declare our medning, what we would have, 2nd what we

| endevot to the wrermoft ro obrain, as moderate and righteous % eafon direéts

us ;- fecing we are made to(ee our Priviledges, given us in our Creation, which ~

have hithereo been deniéd to E;l' and our Fathers, fincethe power of the Sword be-
ganeo rule, And the [ecrets of the Creation have been locked up uuder the tradi-
tional, Parrar=like f_p-!ah':lﬁ, from the Univerfities, and Colledges for Scholars,
And fince the power of the murdering, and rlu'l:vf‘n; Sword, formerly, as well as
now of lateyeers, hath (et up aGovernment, and malntains that Government ;
for what are prifons, end putring others to death, but the power of the Sward, to
ufunpenpﬂ:mm Government which was got by Conqueft and Sword. and
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canmot fand of ie (elf, bot by the fame murdering power? Thar Government thar

is got over people by the Sword and kepe by the Sword,is nce fer up by the K of
Righteonine s ro be bis Law , but by cteoufneds, the g:ra:g£ n{' the wx;:?d ]
who hathbeen permiteed to raign for a time, times, and dividing of time. and his

overnment draws ro the period of the laft term  of his ﬂlmrcs time 3 and then
the Nations (hall fee the glory of that Government thar fhall rule in Rightcoul
nels, withcueeither Sword or Spear, ’

And lecing further, the power of Righteoulnefs in our hearts fecking the Live-
lihood of ethers, as well as cur felves, hath drawn forth cur bodies to besin to dig
and plough, in the Commons and walte Land, for the Reafons already declared, ’

nd feeing and Anding our felves peors wanting Food to feed upon whilc we
[abor the Earth, ro caft in Seed, and 1o waie tell the felt Crap mﬁm;up; and
wanting Ploughs, Carts, Corn, and fuch mazerials to plant the Comemens withal
we are willing ta declare onr condition to you, and to all. thac have the Treafiry of
the barch, locked up in your Bags, Chells, and Barns, and will offec up nothing to
this publike Treafory 5 bu will rasher fo yeur fellow. Creatures ftai ve for want of
Bredd, that have an equal righ to it with your felves, by vhe Law of Creation :
Boe this by the way we onely declare to you, and to all that follow the (ubcle act of
buying and (elling the Earth, with her Fruks, meerly 10 get the Trealury theseok
into their kands, to lock it up from them, to.whom it belongs § thae fo, fuch covere-
ﬁ' proud, unrighteous, felfith flch, may be lefe withou: excule in the day of
ment.
od therefore, the main thing we aym ae, and for which we declare our Relolu-
rions ta go farth, and a8, is this To lay held upon, and as we ftand in need, to cur
and fell, and make the beft advantage we can of the Woods and Trees. thae grow
upon the Commons, To bea ftock for our [elves, and our poor Beethren threugh
the Land of England, to El: nt the Commons withal 5 and to provide us bread to
cat, till the Froie of our labors in the Eanth bring forth increaf; and we thall
meddle with none of your Proprieties (bur whar is called Commanage ) till the
Spiriz in you, make you caft up your Lands and Goods, which were got, and {i{l
is kept In your hands by murder, and thefi ; and then we fhall rake it fram the
Spirit, that hath conquered you, and not from cur Swords, whichis an 2bomina.
ble, and unrighteaus power, and a deftroyer of the Creation : But the Sen of man
comes not to déeftroy, bur to fave, ;

And we are moved to fend foreh this Declaration abroad, to give notice to every
one, whem It concerns, in regard we herr and fee, thas fome of you, thae have
been Lords of Manors, decaule the Trees and Weods that grow upon the Com-
mons; which qun:tmd‘a Reyalty unto, tobe cut down and fold, for your own
pfivate ufe, whereby the Common Land, which your own mouths doe f3y belongs
to the poor, is impoverithed, and the poor nﬁbrcﬂfr& people robbed of their Righrs
while you give them cheating words, by telling fome of our poor epprciled Bre-
thren, That thole of us thathave begun 1o Dig and Tlough up the Commons, will
hinder the poor 3 and fo blinde their eyes, that they fee not theic Priviledge, while
you, and the rich Free.holders, make the moft profit of the Commens, i:Tj your
m:hﬂbrﬁinyf them with Sl'ﬂtﬁ:md Cartle ;' and the poor that have the NaAE Lo
own the Commons. have theicaft tharetherein s nay, they are checked by you, if
td lf:‘ Wood, Heath, Tucf, or Furfeys, in places abour the Common, where you
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Therefare we are refolved to be cheated na longer, not be held under the flavith
fear of you no fonger, feing the Earth was made for us,as well as foryou: And if the
CemmonLand belongs to us who are the poor opprefled furely the woods tha: grow
upon the Commons belong tous likewile : t verefore we are refoived 1o try the
utrermol} in the light of reafon, to know whether we fhall be free meo, of
flaves. It we lie fill, and ler you fleale away our birthrights, we perith 3, and if we
Peziclon we petith alfo, though we have paid raxes, given free quarter, and
veatured our lives to prefecve the Nations freedom as much as you, and therefore
by the law of contrad with you, freedom in the land is our portion as well as yours,
equal with you : And if we firive for freedem, and your murdering, governing
Laws deflroy us, we can bu: perifh.

we require,and we refolve to take both Common Land, and Common
woeds to be a livelihood fur us, and look upon yeu as cqual with us, not abave us,
knowing very well thae England,the land of our Nativity,is vo be a common Trea.
fury of livelikood o all, withour 1eipc& of perfons. :

S$othen, we declare unto you, thar do intend to cut our Common Woodsand
Trees, that you (hall not do it ; unlefle it be for 2 ftock for us, as aforelaid, and we
to know of it,by 3 publick declaration abroad, thar the poor opprefled. thae Live there.
abouts, may rake i, and employ it, for their publike ule, therefore rake notice we
have demanded i in the name of the C ommons of Ex iond, and of all the Nations
of the world, it lt:inlg the righteous freedom of the Creatlon,

Likewifc we declare to you that have begunto cut down our Common Woods
and Trees, and to fell and carry away the fame For your private ufe, tha: you (hall
forbear, and go no farther, hoping, that mone that are friends o the ommon-
wealth of England, will endeavour to buy any of thofe Common Trees and Woods
ofanyof thole L.ords of Mannars, {o called,who have, by the murder ing and chear-
ing law of the (word, flaln the Land from yonger brothers, who have by the law of
Creation, a {landing portion in the Land as well, and equall with others. Therefore
we all Woed-mongers will difown all fuch private merchandize, as being
arcbbing of the poor opprefled,and rake m:i:c,ﬂu:tﬁr have been rold our refoluzi-
on : Bucif any of you that are VVood-mongers, will buy it of the poor, and for
their ufe, o ftock the Commons, from [inch as may be appointed by us e fell it, you
fhall have it quiedly, withour diminution § burifyou will flight us in this thing,
blame us not,if we make flop of the Cars you fend and convert the VVoods to ous
own ufe, as need requires, it being our own, equal with him thar calls him{elf the
Lord of the Mannor, and net bis peculiar righs, Mutting us out, but he thall fhare
with us as a fellow_crearure, :

For we fay our purpole is,to take thofe Common Waods to [ell them, now at firft,
to bea flock for our felves, and our children afer us to plan: and manure the Com-
mon land witkall ; for we fhill endeavour by otic aiing, not to leave che
earth any longer intangled unto ourchildren, by If-fecking proprictors ; But to
keave ica !'r::ﬁnre-hull'c. and common erealury toall, withour relped of perfons ;

And this wecount is our dutie, to endeavour to the uttermofl, every man in his

place (according to the nationall Covenant which the arliament fee foeth J

aReformation, to preferve the peoples libermies , one as well as another : As

well thole as have paid taxes, and given free quarer, as thofe thar have either
born the fword, or raken our meneys to difpole of them for publike ule : for if the

Reformacion mult be according to the word of God, then every onc is to h;u :E
en
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benefit and freedom of his creation, without refpe@ of perfons 3 we count this our
duty, we fay, to endeaveur to the urtermoflt andpf:- fhall leave thofe that rife upto

us without excule, In their day nfflud ment § and our precious bleod, we

, fhall not be dear tous, 1o be willingly laid down st the door of a prifon, or
foot of a gallews, to jullifie this righteous caufe ; if thofe that bave raken cur meney
from us, and promifed to give us freedom for ir, fhould turn Tyranes againit
us; for we mulk not Aighe, bue fuffer,

And farther we intend, that not one, two, or a few men of us fhall fell or exchange
the [aid weods, bue it "fhall be known P'ubh“ in Print or wriﬁng to ;L]’ .hm'
much every l'u:L, and luch parcell of wood is fold for, and how it is l2id our, cither.
in viGualls, corn, plougks, or other marerjalls neceffary.

And we hope we may naz doubt (at leall we uﬂ:&} that they thar are called the
great Conncel and powers of England, who fo often have declared themielves, by
promifes and Covenants, and confirmed them by multitude ?ffp,ﬂingd:linf and
devout Proteflations,to make Englond a free p-:nple,lliljoen condition they would pay
moneys; and adventure their lives againft the (uccelor of the Novman queror §
under whole epprefling pewer Ewg'and was enflaved 5 And we look upon thae firee.
dom promifed to be the inheritance ofall , withous refpe@ of perfons 3 And this
cannoe be, unlefs the Land of E‘".El""d be freely [et at liberry from propricters, and
become 2 common Trealury toall her children, asevery portiln of the Land of
Canaan was the Common livelibood of fuch and fucha Tribe, and of every mem-
ber in thaz Tribe, without exception, neither hedging in any, mor hedging our.

We fay we hope we need not doubt of their Gincerity tous herein,, an that they
will not gainfay our determinate courle 5 howloever, their afions will prove to
the view of all, elther their finceritie, erhypocrific : We know what we [peak is
our priviledge,and our caufe is righrecus, and if they deubr of iz, let them bue fend
a childe for us to come before them,and we (hall make it manifelt four wayes.

Firlt, by the Mational Covenanr, which yer ftands in forceto bind P:rlm:
and people to be faitkful and fincere, before the Lord God Almighty, wherein eve-
1y one in his [everal place hath covenanted to preferve and feck the liber ty caoh of
other, without refpedk of perfons, : e

Secendly, by the late Vigory over K In? charfs,we do claime this our priviledge, to
be quietly given us, out of the hands of Tyrant- Government, as our bargain and
contrad with them 5 for the Parliament promiled, ifwe would pay taxes, and give
free quarter, and adventure our lives againf charls and his party, whom :hg eal-
led the Common encmy, they would make usa free people 5 1 hele three being all
done byus, as well as by themlelves, we claim this our bargain, by the law of con-
tra& from them, tobe a free peoplewiththem, and to have an equall priviledge of

Commen livelihond wirh them, they being chofen by us, but fora peculiar worke,

and for an appointed time, from ameng us, not to be sur opprefling Lords, buc

fervants to fuccour us. But thefc two are our weakaft proofs. Andyetby them ( in
the light efreafon and cquity :gt dwells it mens hearts) we fhall wich cale caft
down, all thofe former enflaving, Noywan reiterated laws, in every Kings raigne
fince the Conqueft, which areas thornes in. eur eyes, and pricks inour fides,and

whichare ult:ﬂ the Ancient Goverment of Exgland. 3

Thirdly, we fhall prove, that we have a free right to the land of England, being
bocne thereia as well as elder brothers, and that it is our right equal with them, and
they with us, to have acomfortable livelihood in the carth, withour owning :Inyf
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of our ewne kinde, to be either Lords, or Land. Lords over us : And this we (hall
by plain Text of Scr » without expefitlon wpon them, which the Scholas
m‘pﬂimﬂ generally mrhir rulerowalkby | R :

Fourthly, we (hall prove ic by the Righteous Law of our Creatfon, T har man=
kinde in all his branches is the Lord of the Earth,and ought net to be in fubjeRion
toany of his own kinde withous him, but to live in the Hghe of the law of -
nefs, and peace eltablithed in his beare. :

And thus In love wehave declared the purpofe of our hearms plaialy, withous flur.
tere, expeling love, and the fame Gncericy from you, wichos: grambling, or
qmlh;,hhgfmmm of your own Imageand mould, intending no other
mazcer herein, but to oblerve the Law of altion, endeavouring to fhus
out of the Creation, the curfcd thing, called Particuler Prnpm& which is the caule
of I:H wars, bloud-(hed, chefr,and enflaving Laws, that hold the people uader mil.
erie.

Signed for and in the behalf of all the poor opprefled people of Lxgland, and the
“ﬂ]t"“ldt ; .

Gerrarl PP inflanly James Manley Ioho Aff

Job Comlton Thomas Barnard Ralple Ayer

Tobsn Palmer Tobn South Iobn Pra .
Thiwr Stay Riobert Sayer Iobn ¥ illpnfon
Samuel webb Chriflapber ¢liffovd Antbusy Spire
Tolws Hayman Tokm Beechee Thomas

Thomsas Edcer VVillicm Cosmes Allen Browsn
PVilliam Mogrill Chvifispber Bancher Edward Parves
Dapiel Richard Taylor - Richard Gray
Nathaniel Tares  Ntthamic! Tedcoombe Jobn Bachrilor
Vv illiaw clifferd Giles Childe, fenior V¥ illiam Ghilde
Tobn Harrifon Tohn Fpebd : PVilliam Hatham
Yhemas Hapden . Themas Yarwel Edvvard Piicher
James Hall V¥ ¥lram Barmigeen VVilliam Teach)
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